IGU                                      JLiIFB IN THE UUPTA AGE

your business is done!5'1 A cock-fight therefore implied a large and
enthusiastic gathering of people. Cocks, which had particular names
and were armed with knives or blades, were placed in their specified
pens. When the fight began, the people must have crowded, as they
do even now, all round to watch one armed cock being set against
another by their respective owners. Prior to this procedure, betting
must have gone on and the ballyhoo must have been considerable.
An exactly similar cock-fight goes. OB even today in Tuluva (mod.
South Kanara)2 It is no wonder therefore in those days that cock-
fights were associated with brawls, especially in the market-place.3

This picture of a cock-fight as portrayed by Dan din may well
be compared with another remarkable notice of this game as reveal-
ed in one of the Prakrta Jaina stories, the age of which cannot be
determined. " There in the park outside of the city (Kosambi) they
saw a cock-fight gotten up by two merchants' sons Sagaradatta and
Buddhiia by name, who had made the stake a hundred thousand
pieces. Buddliila's cock was struck by Saragadatta's cock and then
Sagaradatta's cock was struck by the cock of Buddhiia. Thereupon
Sagardatta's cock was cowed and didn't want to fight, although ho
was moved towards the cock of Buddhiia; and therefore Sagaradatta
lost Ms lakh. At this point Varadhanu said to Sagaradatta and
Buddhiia: "Why has this cock, although of good breed, been cowed
by the second cock? So I'll look into the matter, if you do not take it
amiss/' Sagaradatta said: "Most excellent sir, look, look! For lam
not at all greedy for the money in this affair, but I care that my
honour should prosper/' Thereupon Varadhanu examined Buddhila's
cock. And he saw bright fine needles made of iron fastened to his
feet, And Buddhiia observed that he noticed them. Then he went
up to him and secretly told Varadhanu: u If you do not speak of
the affair of the needles I shall give you half of the lakh," But
although he prated "Hear, I have investigated, but seen nothing ", in
such a manner that Buddhiia didn't notice it, he made the matter
known to Sagaradatta somehow or other by employing (certain) move-
ments of the eyes and the fingers. And Sagaradatta freed his own
cock from the needles by taking them off (the feet of Buddhila's
cock) all unnoticed. And thus the second cock was defeated. So Bud-
dhiia lost the lakh/'4 From this 'account some interesting conclusions

1 Dandin, op. cit., pp. 149-50; text. pp. 96-97.
* Cf. Saletore, Cock-Fighting in Tuluva, QJ. Af. S., XVII, pp. 316-327.
3  Dandin, op. cit., 212.
4 Meyer, Hindu Tales, pp. 34-36, (1909).